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with her to the Mission stations at Malua and Leulumoenga ; we were to start on the following Thursday, and would be away for a week or ten days. I was greatly delighted ; for, as you know, this expedition, which I had so long desired, had already been more than once put off, and I had begun to fear I should never compass it. However, the day came, and very quickly ; and I set off from Vailima at 7.45 A.M., Arick riding with me to carry my portmanteau. We left Apia about nine in the Mission boat, a party of five;
Mr. and Mrs. C------, their little  son  and  his
nurse, and myself. It is a large and delightfully comfortable boat, with an awning to keep off sun and rain ; there were twelve rowers, a steersman, and a 'monitor' to keep order, and the boys sang together very sweetly for a great part of the way. The coast, as we passed along it, was varied and exceedingly beautiful; there was a succession of lovely green bays, with thatched houses peeping out from among the coconut and bread-fruit trees, separated from each other by thickly wooded headlands.
We reached Malua in about two hours, and were most warmly welcomed by Mr. and Mrs.
M------, who were to be our hosts ; as well as by
the two ladies who are soon to manage the girls' school at Papauta, not far from Vailima. Till the house is ready there they are living at Malua, with nine Samoan girls, who will form the nucleus of the new school. Malua is charm-